Chapter One US Government 
Principles of Government

What are the three basic kinds of power?
 Legislative power.
 Executive Power.
 Judicial Power.
All of these powers are outlined in a outlined in a Constitution, which states the laws of the land.

The Characteristics of a State (independent political unit)
1 – Territory
2 – Population
3 – Sovereignty A state’s right to rule itself.  Does the 50 states 
     have this?
4 – The dominant political unit in the world today is the STATE.

Origins of the State
How States were created
1. Force Theory  – a person or group forced control over an area and people
2. Evolutionary Theory – states originated in the family
3. Divine Right Theory – God gave individuals or groups the right to rule.                        
4. Social Contract Theory  – People agreed to give up power to the state in return for the state’s service to the general well-being of the people
      Locke, Harrington, Hobbes, and Rousseau strongly supported the Social
      Contract Theory.

The Purpose of Government
1. To Form a More Perfect Union –  in union there is strength
2. To Establish Justice – the law should be administered reasonably, fairly, and impartially.
3. To Insure Domestic Tranquility – without order, people would live in anarchy
4. Provide for the Common Defense – the state’s security rests on wise defense and foreign policies
5. To Promote the General Welfare – the state has the responsibility to provide a variety of public services
6. To Secure the Blessings of Liberty – freedom is necessary for a democracy





Systems of Government
1.  Unitary Government- Weak states, strong central government 
     A single center of power
2. Federal System- Power shared between states, local and central government
    It is more flexible, but difficult to coordinate.
3.  Confederation- Weak central government with a strong state or local    
     government.
 
Classification by the Relationship Between Legislative and Executive Branches
1. Presidential government – Voters elect the Legislature and the Chief Executive who is part of the Executive Branch.  The legislature and executive are independent and coequal.
2. Parliamentary Government- Voters elect the Legislature.  The Chief Executive is drawn from the Legislature.  If they lose the support of a majority of the legislature they must resign.

Democracies
1. Direct – all citizens participate.  They attend meetings, vote and establish
     public policy.  (Greece)
2. Representative (indirect)– people elect a small group to represent them. 
3. In a democracy, the will of the majority cannot be used to deprive rights to
     member of a minority group.
      4.  The theory underlying modern democracies was developed to challenge the        
	 idea that those of royal birth have absolute authority to rule.

Democracy and the Internet
 1. The Internet makes is easier to gain knowledge
2.  The Internet contains information that is not always reliable
3.   Gives individuals the power to entertain & inform themselves


